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1. ILocal newspapers have been running banner headlines on the subjeet of Iraqi elaims
to the five kilometers of the Shatt-al-arab opposite Abadan-Khorramshahr where the
international boundry cuts out from the shore line to the Talweg, The Iraqi claim

is that under the auspices of the 1937 treaty the large oil companies forced Irag -
into giving this concession to Iran. However, should Iran not contimue to cooperate
with Iraq; Irag has no alternative IE but to lay claim to this five kilometer

streteh of the river and thus control every inch of the river from the outer bar at
Basra. The Iranian press is "demanding® that the government take action against

this type of Iraqi EXENERE pressure, Stating that Iran is not afraid of Iraqi guns

for Iran has guns 'booa
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Local Press and discussions with American Consul, Khorramshahr

Preporing Officer®s Comments:
this issue, yet doesn’t state what action,
everything to gain and nothing to lose in any negotiations and/or discussion with Iragq
At present the major Iranian Port is dependent upon
‘With the result that any further Iragi

on this extremely important issue.
this river as is the whole of the operating IIN.
restrictions could play havoc with Iranian commerce as well as bottle up their Tleet.
However, cla:.ms and counter-clains with much 111 feeling will do little to pave the

- ‘way tc mutually satisfactory negotiationsf,,
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G. . POLAXOT?
Captain, U.S, Marine Corps
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‘The press is screaming for Covernmental intervention in
The crux of the situation is that Iran has
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